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Connell Boyle (1844 – 1869) 
 

Connell Boyle emigrated to Australia at the age of 17, travelling on the ship “Nile” with his elder siblings Ellen (then 
21) and Charles (19). They arrived in Sydney on May 4th 1861, three years before his father, Eugene Owen Boyle, 
step-mother Isabella, and his younger siblings Isabella, Mary and Eugene arrived on the “Montrose” in March 1864.  

The sailing of the “Nile” was organised by the Donegal Relief Fund to relocate members of poor families to Australia 
from the clearance areas in County Donegal, Ireland. Donegal was one of the poorest counties of Ireland and the 
situation for many families was exacerbated by the forced removal of large numbers of people from large, English 
owned, estates which were converted to grazing properties. The Nile was the fifth of eight ships which sailed between 
1859 and 1864. Altogether 1,384 people ware brought to Australia in this way. 5 

The spirit of adventure was obviously strong in Connell and he was attracted, in December 1863, by an advertisement 
in the Sydney papers seeking young Australians willing to provide military services in New Zealand.  

 

 

 

The Waikato Militia Military Settler Scheme was intended to assist New Zealand reduce their dependence on the 
British Army and assist the government to control Maori uprisings which had broken out sporadically since the signing 
of the Treaty of Waitangi between the British Government and a large number of Maori Chiefs in 1840. In the Waikato 
region there was tension between the Kingite Maori, who believed they were entitled to retain their tribal lands, and the 
government who wished to acquire, or confiscate, large portions for European settlement.  

Connell signed up on 3rd February 1864 in Sydney and was allocated to the 4th Company of the 4th Waikato Military 
Settler Regiment. He sailed immediately for New Zealand on the “Kate”. Each soldier was entitled to payment for 
three years service and, at the end of that period, would be allocated land according to his rank. As a Private, Connell 
would have been granted 50 acres of farming land in the Hamilton region. This part of the scheme was less than 
successful as the land provided was, in many cases, not well chosen for cultivation and there was a large disparity in 
the value of blocks allocated. It is not known what became of Connell’s land grant – the Boyle family have always 
believed that there should have been land passed on to his family, but this never happened. 

Like many of his fellow settlers, after his three years was up Connell joined the New Zealand Armed Constabulary 
when it was founded in 1867. The Constabulary was the beginning of the New Zealand Army, a professional 
peacekeeping and fighting force which combined military and police force responsibilities in the ‘frontier’ areas of 
New Zealand. The Constabulary was later separated into Police and Army Forces. 

Connell’s 2nd Division of the Armed Constabulary was in the thick of “Titokowaru’s War” in 
the South Taranaki region on the West Coast of the North Island from mid 1868 to early 1869. 
This was among the last of the major conflicts which were known at the time as the Maori Wars, 
and more recently as the New Zealand Land Wars. The Maori called the conflict Te Rire 
Pakeha – “The White Man’s Anger:” After a relative period of peace in 1867, the Hauhau 
Maori engaged in frighteningly violent and well-planned attacks on settlers and government 
troops. They were led by the renowned warrior Titokowaru (left) and fought with both 
traditional and modern weapons, using fighting techniques that they had learnt from the 
Europeans. In combining this military skill with mutilation of their victims and ritual 
cannibalism this precipitated the largest security crisis that the young nation had faced. 

Despite the relatively small scope of the engagement – the government force strength was around 1250, and 
Titokowaru commanded only 200 to 400 men – the importance of the war was far larger. Raids on the settler 
compounds, destroying huts and fences, and on the military redoubts were frequent. Reprisal raids on the Maori pā 
(fortified villages) followed but most of the skirmishes were disastrous losses for the government forces.   

Inexplicably, in February and March 1869, Titokowaru’s support amongst the general Maori community began to 
dissipate and by March 1869 the Hauhau had abandoned their resistance with a hollow victory claimed by the 
European forces. With the simultaneous conclusion of the Te Kooti conflict on the East coast, the confiscation of 
Maori land resumed its earlier pace without further resistance and the political defeat of the Maori people was 
profound. 

                                                 
5  For more information on the DRF see http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~donegal/billsdrf.htm  

"Fifty Acres of Land Free - Military Settlers in New Zealand. A number of 
Married Men with their families are required to proceed to Auckland (passages 
free); also, a limited number of Single Men to complete a settlement. None need 
apply who cannot produce testimonials of industry and sobriety. Lieutenant 
Steele will, on and after Monday, 18 January, be in attendance to make the 
engagements and give any information that may be required. For the present 
apply to Soper and Steele, Market Wharf." 
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Battle of Te Ngutu o Te Manu, Taranaki (c1870, left) and Alarm in a Ma-ori pa (1906), both by J. McDonald, depict the action in the Maori 

Wars of 1868-69. Connell Biyle’s Division was present in the major engagements including Te Ngutu o Te Manu. 

Unfortunately, Connell Boyle would not survive the conflict and was one of fourteen Australian recruits to be killed in 
action, or die later as a result of their wounds, in 1868 and 1869. Three Australians, including Connell, were killed in a 
horrific ambush in the Taranaki on February 18, 1869 along with four others. 6 

On February 17, 1869, the men of the 2nd Division Armed Constabulary 
were returning to their camp at Karaka Flat on the Waitotara River from 
an uneventful reconnaissance trip when they saw a thriving peach grove 
at Papatupu, over the river from their base.  

The following day, at dinner time, it was suggested that they should go 
and pick some of the peaches and a volunteer group of ten soldiers under 
Sergeant Menzies, and including Connell Boyle, formed a foraging party. 

They crossed the river in a canoe but had scarcely reached the peach 
grove when they fell into an ambush. The Maori opened fire and the men 
hurried back to their canoe.  

It is not thought that any of the men were hit by the initial volley but in 
their panic Sergeant Menzies was left behind, and the man with the canoe 
paddle “did not know how to use it properly”. This allowed the Maori 
warriors to catch the canoe while the men were still trying to board.  

Two men swam across the river but one, Constable McEvoy, was 
wounded and the other killed when they reached the opposite bank. We 
believe that this other was Connell Boyle as his was the only body other 
than Sergeant Menzies recovered that day. He died of a single gunshot 
wound to the head. He was 25 years of age. 

Two other men ran off and hid in the nearby bush. They, along with the 
wounded Constable McEvoy, were the only survivors. The six men at the 
canoe were killed – mostly shot – and tomahawked in the river.  

The worst fate was that which befell Sergeant Menzies. He was killed by 
a blow to the temple with the canoe paddle. His left leg was then hacked 
off with a tomahawk above the knee, and his left eye scooped out.  

According to one of the Maori present, who later claimed to be the one 
who had killed McEvoy, the leg was removed “for the sake of getting the 
boot on the pakeha's foot for one of our men, a one-legged fellow named 
Paramena, who wanted the boot”.  

The following day the Constabulary pursued the Maoris and, in the 
course of one of several skirmishes, came across the remains of Sergeant 
Menzies’ leg which had been roasted on a fire and, it was believed, had 
been eaten. Only the bone remained. 

This ambush resulted in increased rewards being offered for the heads of the Hauhau warriors (£5 per man and £10 for 
a chief) and a renewed effort in chasing the Maoris out of the Tauranga region. It is thought that this was a factor in the 
winding down of the conflict. 

                                                 
6 Several accounts of the events of that day have survived. In addition to the newspaper accounts of the day, the events of the ‘ambuscade’ at the 
Papatupu peach grove are recounted from a Maori perspective in Cowan, James, The Adventures of Kimble Bent, Whitcombe and Tombs Ltd, 
London, 1991.  

 

 
 

The Evening Post, Wellington,  
24th February 1869. 


